
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMITE 

OLYMPIQUE 

HAITIEN 

  

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

Peace and Sport and Christian Karembeu visit Haiti to put sport at 

the service of reconstruction 
 

 

On 10-13 August, Joel Bouzou, President and Founder of "Peace and Sport, l’Organisation 

pour la Paix par le Sport" and Christian Karembeu, French football player in the World Cup 

winning team in 1998, will visit Haiti to underpin the role that sport can play in efforts to 

rebuild the country. 

 

Peace and Sport, an international organization based in Monaco under the High Patronage of H.S.H. 

Prince Albert II, works to bring divided communities together and promote social stability through sport. 

4 months ago, at the request of the Haitian Olympic Committee (HOC), Peace and Sport launched a wide-

scale mobilization operation, dubbed "Sport Solidarity for Haiti," to collect sports equipment and 

financial donations from the international sports community.  

 

The HOC, in partnership with Peace and Sport and with the backing of UNICEF, is using the donated 

equipment in an emergency program that provides sports activities for children and adolescents from 8-

20 years old living in 56 survivor camps in Port-au-Prince and Leogane. This physical exercise program 

helps young people to find familiar landmarks of their former lives and evacuate the trauma of the 

earthquake, thus contributing to a structured environment.  

 

Already, 5 tons of sports equipment have been collected by Peace and Sport and sent to Haiti.  

Consequently, 35,000 young people now benefit from the program and have access to a variety of 

sports activities each week (football, volleyball, basketball, judo, chess etc.). 196 sports trainers have 

been recruited under this initiative. 

 

This visit by Joel Bouzou and Christian Karembeu, who is a Peace and Sport "Champion for Peace", aims 

to take stock of the situation with the President of the HOC, Jean Edouard Baker. Together, they will 

evaluate the priorities needed for sport and meet the young beneficiaries of emergency program as well 

as sports trainers in the camps. 

 

Joel Bouzou and Christian Karembeu will notably visit the Delmas 40 Camp on Wednesday 11 August. 

 

They will also present a VIP Book to Mr. Evans Lescouflair, Minister of Youth, Sport and Civic Action, 

signed by H.S.H. Prince Albert II of Monaco and more than 140 major international athletes showing 
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their solidarity and sending messages of hope and encouragement to Haiti’s children. Signatories include 

Olympic champions Veronica Campbell Brown (200m), Felix Sanchez (400m), Steven Hooker (pole vault), 

Dwight Phillips (long jump), Andrei Silnov (high jump), triple World Champion of the 100 and 200m Tyson 

Gay, double middle-distance World Champion Bernard Lagat, and rising star of the 110m hurdles David 

Oliver. 

 

Working meetings are also planned with local representatives from UNICEF and the United Nations 

Population Fund (UNFPA) as well as potential donors, intended to motivate and coordinate local and 

international stakeholders. 

 

 

For more information : 

+33. (0)6.8337.6621 - press@peace-sport.org 

www.peace-sport.org 

 

About Peace and Sport 

Peace and Sport, L’Organisation pour la Paix par le Sport is a neutral and apolitical international initiative. 

Peace and Sport puts sport and its structuring values at the heart of development projects led within communities in crisis 

around the world. With interventions in areas of post-conflict, extreme poverty or lacking social cohesion, Peace and Sport 

makes sport a vehicle for tolerance, respect, sharing and citizenship at the service of sustainable peace. 

Supported by governments, world sport governing bodies, international organizations, major international companies in the 

private sector and international sports champions, Peace and Sport creates synergies between various different stakeholders to 

carry out four types of action:  

- Organizing an annual International Forum (next edition in Monaco, 1 - 3 December 2010) 

- a Resource Centre for sport and peace, 

- the Peace and Sport Awards, to reward individuals and initiatives contributing to peace, 

- Locally-Based Projects; concrete actions in different regions of crisis in the world.  

Today, Peace and Sport has operations in Cote d'Ivoire, Burundi, Israel-Palestine, Timor Leste, Colombia and Haiti. 

Peace and Sport was founded by Joel Bouzou, current President of the organisation. Mr. Bouzou is an Olympic medallist, world 

champion of Modern Pentathlon and current Secretary General for the International Union of Modern Pentathlon (UIPM). He is 

also an Advisor to H.S.H. Prince Albert II of Monaco. 

 


